HIQA Advisory Group:

Development of National Quality Standards for Services for Children

Under the 2007 Health Act the Social Services Inspectorate within HIQA is responsible for the registration and inspection of ‘designated centres’ which includes residential care for children.  The SSI is also responsible for the inspection of other services for children such as foster care services and children detention school that do not require to be registered.  Towards this end the HIQUA intends to develop a core set of standards that will apply to all the services mentioned and a supplementary service specific standards that will apply to particular services.

In a circular to the IASCW it is indicated, that in drawing up new standards, account will be taken of recent legislative changes and experience gained from previous inspections.  The Advisory Group will have a number of meetings in the coming months and the plan is to have the standards completed and published by early 2010.

The group will have the following terms of reference;

· To advise the authority in drawing up a set of national quality standards for regulated services for children.

· To ensure such standards a) provide a reference point for the development and improvement of all services for children; b) are fit for the purposes of registration and inspection of designated centres and for the inspection of non registered services; c) take account of relevant legislation and regulations.

· To advise on an appropriate consultation process.

· To use the feedback from the consultation process to inform the future development of the draft standards

· To advise on the final standards, in preparation for approval by the Board of the Authority, submission to the Minister for Health & Children and their subsequent publication.

IASCW members will be aware of the importance of this process, its effect on future services and the position social care workers will find themselves in attempting to deliver that service.  The executive of the association has selected Lorraine Ryan to represent it on the advisory group.  It is up to social care workers to contact Lorraine with their views to ensure that the practitioners’ angle is represented to the fullest. 

